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HEY WHAT’S HAPPENING?  

CONTINUED: IS MEDICAL WORK MISSION WORK? 
 

As mentioned in the last letter there is much that is happening, and I said I would send pictures. But before I 

do I would like to say a big “Thank you”, “Adupe”(in Yoruba),”Meyette”(in Fulfude),”Na gode”(in Hausa)for 

your prayers and support in this work.  

We certainly know when you are praying as there are times that we can’t explain logically when the load is 

less as the Lord carries it for us. We also know that there is spiritual warfare and we do need your prayers. The 

battle is on for the lives of people to know the truth of the Gospel message and to give them freedom from the 

bondage of the evil one. Please continue to pray. 

In our advances of bringing “Hope” of the love of Christ to those who don’t know Him, as well as encouraging 

those who do know Him, there are many ways we find ourselves in showing His love.  

Take for instance the issue of medical services. In visiting the smaller and more remote communities as well as 

the forest dwellers of our region we are finding many cases of sickness that can be much alleviated by just some 

simple habit changes. We have had some medical visitors here in Egbe to get some time to see “firsthand” life in 

the bush and to be able to offer some health advice as well as some good consulting leading to real medical 

attention. Our visiting short term medical ladies (nurses and physiotherapist) came for a couple of weeks to see 

life in the bush and to their surprise they met many challenges. So many people do not know that there is help for 

certain conditions which they believe that it was the will of “Allah” that they would suffer. Many children are 

suffering needlessly but because of a lack of knowledge and funds they don’t seek help or assistance. That means 

that we must go to them. Yes that is right, as much as going to the bush is dangerous, we need to be in confidence 

that God is with us and that we can bring the message of Hope to those who do not know.  

                      

Our visiting Nurses wanted to learn how to “back a baby”, Carine, Lacey and Lydia spent time in this village 

to check some of the medical conditions of the people of the bush. Everyone was so excited to have them visit and 

to spend time with them. Having the women visit brings a sense of trust to the group.  

ON MISSION WITH GOD IN NIGERIA                   AUGUST/SEPTEMBER  2021 

BRADFORD EXCHANGE 



 
On Mission with God in Nigeria 

W 
 

 

  

Here is a young lady we met in this particular camp who has never walked since birth. She watched us from 

the distance as we were walking inside the camp. As we stopped to ask what was wrong with the little girl 

through our interpreter, they said that she was born that way. Having a physiotherapist student with us on this visit 

was a real blessing. Carine was able to cox this little girl to come to her as she slowly examined the little girl. Bit 

by bit she checked her condition and realized it might be a matter of weak muscles and lack of assistance to walk. 

It wasn’t too long and we watch the blessing given to this little girl as she started to move one leg and then the 

other leg very slowly. We all stopped and watched as she began to assist this little girl in taking step by step with 

assistance. It didn’t take too long for this girl to walk with assistance around in short distances. It was a miracle 

happening before our eyes. Carine taught her sister to do the same in hopes that they would continue the practice 

of walking. and encouraging them to bring the girl to the hospital to have more physiotherapy so that she can 

learn to walk on her own. Pray for this little girl and her family that they will continue the practice of walking. 

The families biggest fear is that there is no money as they are just poor people in the bush.  

 

     

Living in a remote area, one will use the materials that are readily available to them, hence, sticks, and grass 

are the main material used to make a home. Water is still a critical factor in being healthy as they have had to 

walk 2 kms to a river bed to get water. But with your help we were able to get a drilling rig to come to this site 

and drill a bore hole (well) for them supplying them clean with fresh water just a few steps from their camp. Not 

just their camp as there are 8 other camps close to this site which will now benefit from fresh clean water.  

We never really appreciate the opportunity of water we have in our own country. What it takes to give us clean 

water, and just how much water we have available. It takes seeing places like this to remind us just how blessed 

we are without even knowing it. Nigeria has over 200 million people living in a country the size of the province 

of Ontario and yet how little they have in clean drinking water available to the common people. Even having good 

drinking water can eliminate so much un-necessary sickness in this country. So, what can we do is the question to 
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think about? May you have a chance to consider how blessed we are, and are you willing to share that blessing to 

others?  

   I was able to post on Facebook this situation I found at one of the larger villages 

where many of the people had to go to the dry river bed to get water. They dig a pit in the river bed for the water 

to seep up from the ground and then they scoop it into their pail or bucket. I was so concerned for them that we 

actually were able to bring a drilling machine to this site and drill a borehole (well) for them.  

                

 

It takes a team to be able to accomplish this task of building a hand pumping system that should last for a few 

years. You as a supporter have helped us to be able to bring three of these pumps to various locations so that 

people can have fresh clean water. But the work is not finished yet, as there are many more villages that do not 

have access to fresh clean water.  

      This young lady has been suffering for almost 3 years with a 

problem that first started with a sore on her leg. We met her in one of the villages that I was visiting and she had 
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just returned from spending 2 ½ years in a clinic. Her father tells us of the high cost to try and save her leg, which 

they removed all the flesh from her leg, then sent her back home in the bush. She tells us that she has been in 

constant pain and is getting tired of the pain. When we tell her that she can come to the Hospital she is afraid. She 

is afraid because it is rumored that at the hospital, they will cut your leg off. The cost is also too much for her 

family as they had already spent so much at the clinic. Her father tells us that he is the laughing stock of the 

Fulani people because he is now poor trying to help this girl, when he should have just sent her to the bush. So 

just what do we do?  

As a testimony to Christians, we offered to help pay for the surgery from the Hospital benevolent fund. This fund 

exsist so that those who cannot afford the hospital bills can get some assistance with their medical bills.  

As we know God brings the right people at the right time, it happened to be the time when we were expecting a 

skin graft specialist surgeon to come to the hospital. Dr. Nees from the USA has been very good at doing the skin 

grafts. Ironically (if I can say that we actually have received a second case which is of a boy who has the same 

problem but on the other leg.) what we have not seen before, we now have two cases of this type of surgery. We 

thank the Lord for all of these opportunities to show the Love of Christ to others who may not have known. 

Because of these patients, Dr. Nees also asked if he could visit a village, so we took him to the girl’s village.  

     

 

With Dr. Nees came Nurse Fatiya, who also came to a number of villages with us. She was able to consult with 

many ladies in the camp as well as one of the leaders of the camp.  

     

It seems like many were complaining of chronic pain in the joints and also stomach pains. Each visit gave joy to 

the people of the bush, because as they said, “you love us by coming to see us”.  Which we do tell them that Jesus 

said to love your neighbour as yourself. Each visit by someone with medical expertise encourages them to come 

to the hospital for better consult and treatment.  

Utilizing the opportunity to go out and visit these camps brings the hope of Christ right to them.  
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There are many different medical conditions that we find in these remote areas where these are just a few stories 

of what some of the conditions that these people have to live with. I would like to share a couple of more with 

you.  

We went out again and met a little boy who was very shy and did not want to come out of his hut. What we didn’t 

know is that he was an embarrassment to the family and that they didn’t really want to show us his condition. He 

is only 4 years old and couldn’t walk properly.  

                  

As Careene (our very own Physiotherapist missionary from Cameroon) came out to visit she could see that he 

needs exensive therapy and surgery to be able to correct the club foot condition. We spoke to the parents but they 

are completely afraid of the cost. We pray that this will not stop them from coming to the mission hospital to get 

treatment.  

Let me tell you of one more condition that we met on our visits to the remote camps. This little girl was born with 

this skin condition. We do not know what caused it and we have yet to get her to be brought to the hospital for 

observation and consultation.  

         

The family is also afraid of the cost. This poor little girl has problems with her feet as they also crack and bleed. 

As we offer the Love of Christ to these people in our visits we still need to be able to do more.  
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Now as I have mentioned some of the ways that visitors have come and have been able to minister to the villages, 

we still do follow-up and one of those ways is with the solar powered MP3 of the Bible in their language. We are 

so grateful for the ministry of solar powered MP3 that come from Galcom. Here is a way that we are finding that 

many are asking for “God’s word”. To our surprise we are finding a very interesting situation that is happening.  

     

What we are finding that the children go to sleep at night listening to the MP3. Many of the parents were telling 

us that they wanted it for their children, and we were so concerned that they would break them, but that is not the 

case. We are finding that the children are memorizing the Bible in their language. Yes that is true, from the small 

children the parents are hearing the Bible as they memorize the MP3.  

     So, we have considered that it is just as 

important to let the Children receive the MP3 as they will be the ones to tell their parents when the time comes.   

 

   

 I haven’t mentioned much about the schools but the ministry is still going on. We found ourselves in this one 

village that one building was not enough, particularly since it is rainy season so three classes couldn’t meet out 

side under the mango trees. Because the number of children is growing and anticipating the growth that will come 
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in late September, we have gone ahead on faith to build the building. The building has cost more than we 

anticipated but in faith we know that the Lord will supply. At this moment we are making 40 new benches and 

desk for the new building.  

 

As I am writing this letter new things are happening, exciting new things. We have been saying that the harvest is 

plenty but the workers are few. In our request to receive national missionaries to work along side of this work, 

God has answered that request. We are looking forward to 3 new EMS missionaries to come along side some 

strategic locations to evangelize these communities that we have been working with. This is really exciting news 

as they speak the language of the people. I hope to be able to share more good news in the next letter as to the 

expansion of the work in reaching those who have never heard, or have never had a chance to hear in their 

language the Good News of Jesus Christ.  

 

EMS is the national missionary force within the ECWA church that was developed from the ministry of SIM over 

the years. We are so grateful for this partnership. Your support can help a missionary serve in these areas of need. 

I am borrowing this vehicle from the Hospital and we are considering our own needs to be able to purchase a 

vehicle for the ministry, pray along with us as we seek the will of the Lord.  

 

 

If you are considering some of these stories and you would like to help, please click on the following links,  

The cost of the school is approx. $15,000 Canadian 

The cost of supporting a teacher for a year is $1,200 Canadian 

The cost of a hand pump and drilling is approx. $2,700 Canadian  

 

As we look to what God is doing, we can rejoice.  

 

May the Blessing of the Lord come to you as you continue to pray for the work and the lives of those who have 

yet to accept Jesus as their Lord.  

 

Rick and Martha Bradford  
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Together, we see God in this place and we have been blessed to join Him in this work. 

Here is the SIM contact information to support us in our work: 

 

https://www.sim.ca/rick-and-martha-bradford  missionary number – #031457 

www.sim.ca./projects/FulaniOutreachCenter  project - #096310 

www.sim.ca./egbe-hospital-benevolant-fund  project - #096210 

 

SIM Canada 10 Huntingdale Blvd., Scarborough, ON M1W 2S5    1-800-294-6918 

SIM USA P.O. Box 7900, Charlotte, NC 28241-7900 for US tax receipts 

 

If you sense the Lord’s call to help with the ministry and receive a tax receipt, please designate the funds to 

our “ministry” account.  If you want to help with our daily living expenses, and receive a tax receipt, please 

designate the funds to our “support” account.  Please note: “Personal support” is just a personal gift and does 

not get a tax receipt but we are still very much grateful for your support. 

Prayerfully yours, 

Rick and Martha Bradford, SIM missionaries in Nigeria 
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